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JALpilot 
ha sighting 
of eerie kind 

'Irregular light!' 
reported to FAA n.--ANCHORAOE, Ala1u - A 

J apan Air Llee• pilot who u ld 
hi• UI"'O Jet wa1 1badowad b)' 
a lluaa uoldaoUned tlYinr ob­
J• ct ou r Alaeu to Noumbar 
'hae ra porlad aoolllar aotoua· 
taroflba earle klod 

Capt. Kaft.Jyu Tauuthl nd 
llh to-pilot raponad lll• 1 lht· 
lnl of llallu Sunday morolnr 
While Oft I n tpt from LondOa 
to a rat'llallnr •toP Ia AAeho­
raat 

~Hh •lAttmtnt to the ton· 
troller .,.,., 'l rraiUiar llahu . 
loou lib a •paea•blp,'" •aid 
Federal Aviation Admlni1U1· 
tlon •poku man Paul Stauekt. 
But Staucllt .. ld the,.. may be 
aa aaey uplanelloa for Suo­
daY'• •llh tlnr lll bt renattlnr 
ort Ita tl") • lll • lo Ult atao,. 
plat,.. 

Ttnuchl a utaraa pilot. 
told lllt r AA h 1aw the lllbll 
twlca uoday, onca for about 
20 minute• and afa ln for about 
10 •lnutt l .. hh plena naw at 
3'7.000 r .. t. Stauch ••ld 

£allDMt IIDC.riala 
Tlla plane' • co-pilot re• 

portad . .. tna th t llahte , 
Stauch aald, but tht n llht n · 
alnttr, .,bo •Ill farther buil l• 
tbt coc~h. •tndlulad h• waa 
UDCtrlllJI .,bt tller bt IIW l A)' 
lllbu at alt• 

Tanutbl did aot lmmedl· 
ataly ratunt a lalepboaa me .. 
•lf• l• fl lor bla at lll• JAL orr. 
ltt iD AAdaoraa• 

Iolli the No~ambar •llhllnl 
aaJ the luaday •ll bUQI wa,.. 
a .. r r ort Yukon, but the,.. 
1ure " "" othar •lmllarlu ... 
Stauekt 111d "Tba ~~toad 
allhUIII doaan't 111111 at all 
hko tbo nnt one," ht uad. 

Cbaoltd altJtude 
on No• 17, Teraueh re­

poned tl\at two bn t h&bu 
a•d an obloct aa •ado u two 
eauatl carrten plttad ud·to­
elld followed lila JAL Botaaa 
'74'7 carco plua for •o,.. tbao 
300 IDIItl at It ne to AAtbo­
tl froiD leelaad Tba h&hU 
ata_,ad walla tht pla_no •~ea 
wbea bo cba ed a.lutudo and 
took othtr t\•UI~t action, 
Tenuchl had 1a d . 
, Ia tho stabtlnl this week· 
end, lho pilot u ld that In both 
casu, the llahll approached 
l'tom tha front of the Boeana 
'741. went btnuth tho alreraf\ 
ud reappeared to tho r .. r 

Ia o~embtr, tht ob)«t 
abo>~ed up oo tho plaaa'a 
weathtr reda.r aad aay bnt 
appeared oo PM radar, but 
tbt ro """ oolblDI abo .. on 
radar Sunday, Steucke said 

Allha ume ottba N~embtr 
lnddtnt, u amc eontrollera 
t potted 111blt they belle~ed 
wu a apht l•a.ao of tho JAL 
aarcraf\ callttd by • minor 
problem ""lth the plant'• radar 

tnoepoodtr, tncke aald ,.,. 
Iter. He .. 14 It wa• colocl· 
clean lllat tbt aplh hDtle "'' ill 
located where Teuucbl r .. 
porlt<l ... ,., tba objecu 

Radar chat&er 

Tht alllta ry dh•lu ed tha 
blip u radar clutter. 

Steuckt aeld FAA omctah 
n d uparleaced ptloll apecu· 
' atad that Sunday·• •lahttna 
could bna betn u uatd by 
ll&bt bounclnl Otf let Cl")'l lah 
1n 111 ln~ettlon la) tr In a lem· 
perature ln~araloa, • la}er of ""•r•ar air trap• a la) er of 
colder air clot tr to tht Earth' • 
aurl'ece. 

U d ale fro• below tould 
ha~• reneeted orr lu eeyatah 
In the la~onlon and appurad 
ta bt llo~erll\1 la aldalr, 
teucke u d At lilt plant ap. 

pc"'ached u d pautd our vii· 
ll&u. tlat renectad ll&bl ..... ould 
appear to 10 undtr the alreraf\ 
t.l\d reappear behind lt.. u 
Tcrauebl du crlbad, Stauch 
ao lcl. 

ol•venln 
But tbt U ID t theory 

couldn t u pla ln tbe No· 
~er•ber •labtlna, StaucQ< 
aa ld btUUit It that lima tba 
1uatber ,.., elu r and tbtre 
wu ao tcaparetura ln~trllon 

He 1lrtu ed llla t tht r .. 
netted Jll bt lht OI")' WU l p&CU• 
tattoo and that tha rAA bu 
ru tb t d no conclu•loa• Ia d · 
t.latt uat Both ara under In· 
v.atlca tlon, he aald. 

Steueka u ld tbt crew 
appu red In aood condition 
S\lnday. '"They •• • mad nn • • 
Jlrofeuional," he u ld 


